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The Prim [tire Church and Ita 
Customs. 

We uow inquire about the 
third clussor division into which 
the early Church was pleased to 
divide itself. These divisions 
were in pairs. The believers 
were classed us the faithful and 
catei humeus, I n rm tul one. [iair, 
and the laymen or taici, seculars 
or privates and the clergy the 
other. 

The A post u I ie Church seems 
to have had but three orders ol 
1 the clergy; the Bishop, the 
Elder, ami the Deacon and 
Deaconess. The Bishop sustained 
a relation to the church similar 
to what the Apostles did in their 
time, eo tar as its existence ae a 
temporal institution win con- 
cerned. The hi sli op was held to 
be, in later limes, (he successor 
of the Apostles, iu managing 
the affairs of the church. 

The Elder, considered accord 
ing ti the etriet order, was a 
subordinate ruler and subject tit 
the bishop in (nailers of church 
\y | work and practices ; and he was 
i otteu placed iu charge ot small 
congregat ions,- without any fur- 
ther title, betore (be name ot 
Country Bishop was used. 

The elder was tax peeled, when 
laboring iu the same church 
with a bishop, to give his entire 
attention to preaching the ties 
pel, and t mailing the Scriptures, 
The Deacon and Deaconess were 
the servants of the church iu sec- 
ular matters. They were ex- 
pected to look titer the poor, 
manage the financial affairs and 
kindred matters ; but all this 
t was done uuder the supervision 

ot the bishop or ruliug elder iu 
societies who did uot possess a 
resident bishop. 

The deacon, also, iu the ab- 
aeuce or inability ot the bishop 
or elder, or by hiu direction con- 
ducted public service and bap- 
tized. 

In addition to the simple or- 
der ot the Apostolic Church, we 
find a number ol other offices 
before the time of high-sounding 
titles, which was the introduc- 
tion to the apostasy that com- 
1 iiittict.il the dark ages. Several 
of the primitive writers give 
only tour as ibe number ol of- 
fices ot Ibe order known ae thu 
interior clergy, uatuely : sub- 
deacou, reader, singer, and door- 
keeper. Others give five, six uud 
seven. To those already men. 
tioued, copiutte, oxoruists, and 
acolythiBts, But this order is 
not of Apostolic origin, because 
there was no uniformity among 
the different churches as to how 
many offices composed the infeS 
rior clergy, as an able writer 
eays. The work which this fat 
ter class performed; was done by 
the superior clercry and by the 
laiei of the church, by order of 
the elders or bishops. So their 
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creation in later times was only a 
matterjof expediency ami system 
iu carrying on the work of the 
church. However, an objec- 
tion might be urged against this 
statetneut in the case cf the ex- 
orcist. It is evident that the 
caating out of devils iu the apos 
folic age, was a miraculous pow- 
er conferred upon a few through 
the Holy Ghost, and to make 
this a special work iuthe church 
and t reate an office aud appoint 
persons to act therein, does not 
look like a matter of expediency, 
unless every Christian possessed, 
in a greater or less degree, thu 
power nl casting out devils. We 
will speak turtber upon the sub 
ject ot the inferior clergy when 
we an-ive at the consideration of 
the functions of the orders ot 
clergy iu the Primitive Church. 
{To be Continued.) 

Government Report. 
The report from the Internu- 
tinriBl Revenue Office at Wash 
ington for the ten mouths end- 
ing with April, must give some 
encouragement to temperance 
workers. During the same time 
a year ago, the revenue from 
■ipiritoua liquors was 5*5,978,395 
more than during the period 
just closed. The tobacco reve- 
nue increased this year 867,037, 
or about three per cent.; aud 
that from fermented liquors, 
$11)5,935. If we interpret these 
ti^iirea aright, lliey indicate a 
great tailing off in tbe liquor 
business. Various cauics may 
have operated ft) reduce the rev- 
eune, but as the tax is collected 
only on liquors withdrawn from 
bonded warehouses for consump- 
tion , the figures show that tem- 
perance agitation is not with- 
out its effect. — Cvnosure. 


Vvhatcau money do to con- 
sole a man with the headache. 

God will stand by his laws, 
[i is no nse to violate God's law 
and run. Sin brings guilt, pnd 
God will find the guilty man, 
though he flee to the ends of 
the world. 

The common mercies we en- 
joy all sing ot love, just as the 
sea shell when we put it to our 
ears, whispers of the deep sea 
whence it came ; but if we de- 
sire to hear tbe ocean itself, we 
roust not look at every- day bless- 
ings, but at the transactions of 
the crucifixion. He who would 
know love, let. him retire to Cal- 
vary aud seethe Mac of Sorrows 
die. — C. II. Spurobos. 

God has asymputliy with any 
body that is in any kind of toil. 
He knows how heavy is the load 
ot bricks that the workman cur- 
ries up the ladder on the wall ; 
Ho hears the pickax of the miner 
dowu in the coal -shaft; He 
knows how atroug tbe tempest 
strikes the sailor at the mast- 
head ; lie sees the factory-girl 
among the spindles, and knows 
how her arms ache ; He sees the 
the sewing-woman in the fourth 
story, and knows how few pence 
she gets for making a garment; 
and louder thau all the din and 
roar of the city cornea the voice 
of a sympathetic God, "Cast thy 
burdeu upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee." 


The Religions Mm 1.1. 

The Episcopalians of South 
Carolina are having trouble re- 
garding the "color line." 

From 8,000 to 4,000 men and 
boyB are annually provided with 
employment by the Chicago 
Young men's Christian Aesocia 
tion. 

Mexico and South America 
are said to receive three fourths 
of the Kililes shipped from New 
York to foreign miadou atu- 
tions. 

The congregation connected 
with the church ot tbe Redeem- 
er (Universalis!) at Chicago, III., 
are about to erect a $40,000 
church edilice. 

The Uev. Robert L. Stauton, 
D. D., a diatiiiKuisbed member 
of the Presbyterian church, died 
on board a steamship, A'eeudtt, 
May 28, and was buried at sea. 

The New York Observer talks 
iu favor of a whippiug-post tor 
[he punishment ot wife beaters, 
who are becoming very numer- 
ous iu some ot the large cities. 

The Bible Committee of tbe 
Norwegian Lutheran Synod have 
printed the New Testament at 
their publishing house, Decorab, 
Iowa, iu the Norwegian lan- 
guage. Lack ot fuuds prevent 
them at present from publishing 
the (Jld Teal anient also. 

The Examiner saytp : '"The re 
ligious interest in Boston and 
vicinity continues £> grow in 
extent and power. It is said to 
be more general thau at any 
time since tbe extraordiuury 
year, 1857, when converts were 
numbered by thousands." 

Rev. Edward Buxton, D. I) , 
who was the oldest Congrega- 
tionulisl minister in New Hamp- 
shire, died May '2(1, in Webster, 
aged, 82 years. He was ordained 
to the ministry in 1836, and had 
been settled iu Webster since 
1837. He leaves a widow, u sis- 
ter of the late Gov. John A, Dix, 
and one daughter. 

No lees thau 33 distinct mis 
siouury agencies are at work in 
Allies at thu present lime. Iu 
South Africa there are 450 Prot- 
estant missioi.aries, 95 native 
ministers, -10,000 communicants, 
and 45,000 scholars. On the west 
coast, 190 mission at tes, 33,000 
communicants, 250,000 under in- 
struction, and probably 1,000,000 
more or less, under the influence 
of Christianity. 

The church u Minorities in 
Prussia are becoming Blarmcd 
at the growth of Ihu dissenting 
spirit in tbe National Church. 
Tbe upper Consistory of Berlin 
has recently isiued a declaration 
on the matter, directing the pas- 
tors and the people of the State 
Church what position to take 
over against the inroads of sect 
ami schism. 

The fiftieth year of Congrega- 
tionalism in South Australia will 
be com pleated in 1887. It is 
proposed to jommemorate the 
occasion by raising a jubilee 
fund for the payment of church 
debts ami for extending church 
work. Over twelve thousand 
pounds has already been prom- 
ised. It is held that thirty 
thousand should be the mini 
mum. 


Ou June 15th, tbe Metbodiat 
Episcopal Church in Middle- 
town, Coun., one of the oldest 
aud best knowu in tbe country, 
was burned to the ground. It 
wus erected iu 1804. 

The Massachusetts General 
Association of Congregational- 
ists met at New Bedford on 
June lTtb, A discussion was 
held on revival work aud ou 
Christian work among the chil- 
dren. 

The fiftieth annual meeting ot 
the Essex Conference of Liberal 
Christiun Church* a was held ai 
Muiblehead, Mm- a., last week. 
1'apers were read by the Rev, 
8. T. Stewart, S. P. Hathaway, 
Jr., and others. 

It bus been discovered I but. 
tlie Sunday school uud parson- 
age now building for the St. 
Paul's Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Brooklyn, N, Y., 
buve beeu placed on uusafe 
ground, in violation of law. 
Work has been suspended. 

Our English Baptist friends 
do comparatively little for home 
missions, but their showing ;or 
foreign missions is magnificent. 
In the year just closed the re- 
ceipts reached $335,000, aud "no 
debt." They report a member- 
ship ot only about 300,000 in 
the whole United Kingdom. 

A press dispatch says that the 
Catholic bishops of Austria have 
issued a manifesto to the faith- 
ful, warning them against the 
increasing skepticism, secret so 
cietic?, and the influence of the 
auti- religious press, which are 
undermining tbe Church. Tbe 
bishops followed the manifesto 
with a memorial, askiug the 
Government to legislate with a 
view of protecting the Church 
from adverse influences. The 
bishops' action is almost with- 
out precedent, and has caused a 
sensation iu religious circles. 
. A convocation of ten days 
will be held in North field, Mass., 
commencing August 5th, and 
cloning Aug nut 15th, 1885. The 
building! of the Xorthtield la- 
dies' seminary, and of the Mt. 
Ilermou Boys' School will he 
thrown open to visitors. Aicom- 
modiitions can be had at the ho- 
tel, and at, the houses ot the citi- 
zens of Northliold. Tbe railroads 
will run special trains to convey 
visitors to the adjoining towns 
ot Brattlcboro, Greeuileld, 
K'-' i if. etc., where ample accom- 
modations can be found. Chris- 
tian workers are invited Irom all 
parts ol the country, Applica 
tioiii? for accommodation will be 
received until July 10, addressed 
to D. L. Moody, Northtield, 
Mass. 


Every true child of God is 

born for better things. His 
citizenship is in heaveu ; his 
homestead is ou high. Here ou 
earth we who are Christ's have 
uo continuing city ; we are seek- 
ing for and pressing toward that 
magnificent capital ol the king- 
dom which hath foundations, 
whose maker aud buiider is God. 
We do not only catch glimpses 
of heaveu, but we get precious 
installments of it in advance. 

Love the Brethren. 


The (Jreat Problem. 

nv J. w. BKUU. 

This is truly a living, moving, 
progressive age. No. 24 is here 
and has been read with more 
than usual interest • nml now, 
as I think of its contents, I am 
almost bewildered with its ex- 
hibition of historical, philosoph- 
ical, Biblical, and, I might add, 
theological lore. But it is only 
ou evidence of the widening, 
deepening and accelerating ot 
tbe stream which hears on its 
rest less bototn the rich freight- 
age of truth and wisdom, with 
an occasional mass of driftwood. 
If it did not sound soold-lngyish 
I would exclaim ; Beware, there 
are breakers ahead ! 

The correspondence is very 
encouraging, and, if I am 
competent to judge tbe paper 
contains a great deal ot valuable 
matter; bnt I should like to a^k 
"A Bible Student" a few ques- 
tions, 

Ho says that "the word person 
is translated from the word nrph- 
esh," and "represents the entire 
man, the moral agent, soul, spirit 
aud body." Then be adds. "And 
all mor'nl — not one part immor- 
tal; because, a part cannot be 
greater than the whole." 

1. Is this whole divisible into 
parts ? 

2. Are the parts susceptible 
of separation from each other ? 

8. Are 1 he parts hvimcgeneoos ? 
and if so, what is the nature of 
their matter, or substance, or — 
nonentity? 

4. It tbe parts are heterogene- 
ous, how may we know that nil 
the parts arc truly and necessa- 
rily mortal, simply because the 
material part is ? 

What I waul is truth — the 
plain simple truth, without any 
reservation or evasion, 

The "Student asks, '-What is 
life ';" ami answers "It U not n 
personality, but the name of a 
state or condition." Now, I 
want no simple twaddle about 
taking "mil ol them a personal 
organism," "when we Hike the 
lite of an animal or man ;" but I 
want our Student to tell at more 
fully what life is. 

1. Is life an entity, or a non- 
entity "' 

2. Is life in any sense substan- 
tial? and if so, in what tenia. '.' 

3. If life is "the name of a 
state or condition/' what, in re- 
ality, is the state or condition" 
of which life is the name. 

4. I - lite "the name ol a state 
or condition" of the whole only, 
Of muy Hie name also be applied 
to the s-tate or condition ot its 
heterogctieons parts? 

5. If the whole is not tulijecl to 
dissolution, how may ii* state or 
condition change so us to* lose 
i he name life? 

0. If the whole w subject to 
dissolution, might uot one pari 
be iu a state or couditiou of life 
while another part is nut ? 

I hope the "Bible Student" 
will be kind enough to answer 
my uuesiiotiB, and thus extend 
his sphere of usefulness, as well 
ns gratify my curiosity. 

Lsthrop, Cal„ June 20, 1885. 


Do good to all. 


